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GralwGY OF "Hik BECHTOL LEKAD MINK
BTLVE:S COUMTY, HAS:1INCTON
3y ¢harles. D, Canpbell

The Bechtol mime ia in the WV, seo. 20 and the 5%; seo. 33, T. 39 N.,

He 41 Eoy 14 miles by ros! southenst of Uorthpert, imehe A Malf mile of
trall climbs 400 feet northeast {rom tvwep iske to the lower exd of the property
which lies at elavations betwse: 4,400 and 2,000 feet (ple. 2 amd M).

The mine has besa weried intermittently sines 1996 whem Billiam amd
David Beehtsl lessted the claims, Buaonﬁ.y reforred t» it ia 161» under
ome of the olaim names, u. Jo Brysn, snd a good deseription of i\ was given
by Jamkins ia l.“ﬁy The eantire output of the mime has prebabdly bdeen less
than 300 sons of ers. Asocording to Jankhr/ 80 tens of galena ore hed beenm
reparted shipped befere 1584, Uf this, informtien is definite caly en te

fellowh ng, shipped by wayon to the HNorthport smelters
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alse report shipmentsj one of the owners says that 77 tons was mined in 1960,
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The property consists of three elaims, e frastiomal elaim, and 20 sores
of patented land belonging to the estste of %illiam Beehtol and B, J,. Hofer
of Barthport. The working s, nost of which were developed by 1984, consist of
e orooked 1,000=foot tunnel, & 150-foot tumnel, & l0U~feot 45° incline with
ssmll stopes and 370 fest oi’ drifts and orosseuts, s surfaes swpe 0 foet
long, and may cuts amd pits,

From the sast limit of the Jechtol wrkings westwmard for 1,500 feet te
Deep iako, lighte=gray cherty dolemites of the upper umit of the Metaline
limsstons of Cembrian age are incempletely sxpesed (pl. 8 and 2a.) 1In
the mins area this part o the fermmtion contains twe S0=foot beds in which
peaeshaped, light~gray chert nodules form helf the reek, bwt most of the other
dolamitos aontain only scattered nadules and thin beds of shers. 7The beds
strils detweon due north and N, 30° W., and are nearly vertisal. Stratigraphiocally
lower beds of the niddle unit of the formation are upu‘d sparingly in the |
higher slepes sast of the mine ares, snd oomsist of white dolomive sontaining
otreals and bloeks of darkegray dolomite.

The rocks are considerably broken by faults, whieh chiefly fera two sets.
One eet is parallel to the beddings and the ether strikes N, 30° te 50° k.
and dlpc. 48° to 90° W,, though a few of its compemsat faults dip southsast
et the same anpbs, The few remalning feults strike betwesn e 3U W,, and
west, sad dip from 50” to W ngrth or netheast, theugh one dips southwest,
These are so diverse in orientation that they probably should not be called a

ses,
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The ore bodies were formed by (eplacemsnt of shattered dolomite aleng
any of thess faultse _Siderite and gelau ere the coumen primary mineralss
Along several of the minsral ised faults the dolomite has been silicified to
& lightegray jasperoid, which in texture md color closely resembles the
chert nodules. In the northemcterawost cut, 3 feet of Jasperoid slomg a
bedd ing=surface ﬁmlt merpes with the chert rodules in such & way ss to
sugpest that the tw have & cemmon oriyin,

The lsad ore consists of lumps of cosrse slona as much as & foot in
diame ter, imbedded in sarthy end cmat'od limonite, Kost of the lumps are
coated with 1/16~ %o 1/8~inch selvages of very thin banded, darkegray
anglesite whioch s in turm overlain by a leyer of cerusite needles,

The main ore hody lies along s fault which strikes ke 46° ro and dipe
48° N.H. near the curfues, but flattens te almost hortsental st the bottem of
the ineline which follows it down dip.A The ore is irregularly distributed in
the limonitie gouge which ;lno:t univereally marks the fanlts me control
lotal ising the lead deposition within the main fault coiild be determined, The
dizeneions of the hu@ ore bedy, therefore, camot be fixed, but they are
simll, judging from the past smell production of the mine, The dimmnsions of
that part of the fault sene known to be mineral ized, irrespestive of lead
eoctent, are 100 by 180 by 8 feet, but the aineralized bleck undoubtedly
extends beyomd this,

A more weally asjneraliged feult, rollowed by the l80=root tunnel, is about
parailel to the aain ore body e 170 feet 4n itr footwwll. bven the iron
alne-alisation is discontinucus along this fuult. (hree feults that were
sinerulised even less belong w the set strikin; parsiiel %o the beddinge.

Surface tredehing or bulldoging elen; the projeotion of the amin ore bedy
southweat of the incline should be the most fearitle methed of .xplorction-

for extansions of the ovre,
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